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order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive and. 
before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily. for examination, 


the control leprosy will depend for its succéss public 
Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, March 
FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT HANSEN’S DISEASE 
The medical world classes disease com- 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these States, 
disease rarely communicated contacts 
that from the public health standpoint might consider- 
The Leprosarium Carville was founded fifty two years 
ago. date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not 
comparable with those they would take dealing with 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 
Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they take 
any special precautions. 
Patients are permitted visit their semi-anually 
for short periods. 
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CHEMOTHERAPY LEPROSY 
G.H. Faget, Medical Director 


U.S. Marine Hospital (National Leprosarium), Carville, Louisiana. 


author the Second Pan American Confer- 
ence Leprosy held Rio Janeiro, Octo- 
ber 31, 1946. 

Note--Dr. Faget’s talk was illustrated lan- 
tern-slide demonstration and exhibit from 
this hopital the Chemotherapy Leprosy 
was installed the conference, consisting 


Kodachrome transparent photoghraphs ‘be- 


fore’ and ‘after’ treatment. 


Although chaulmoogra oil has been 
used for centuries the treatment 
rosy, its therapeutic value has not been 
generally accepted. For this reason all 
new remedies which offered any hope 
success have been employed the exper- 
imental treatment this disease. From 
time time one after another these 
have been heralded specifics, only event- 
ually discarded failures. 


the National Leprosarium, Carville, 
Louisiana, elsewhere, numerous exper- 
imental treatments have been investigated. 
The most encouraging these, beyond 
any doubt, have been some the new 
sulfone drugs. Three these, promin, 
diasone, and promizole, have been used 
intensively the treatment leprosy. 
ever-increasing number patients 
has been subjected this therapy with 
steady improvement most instances. 


TECHNIC ADMINISTRATION 


Promin treatment usually started 
with gram daily, which dose gradua- 
lly increased attempt reach the 
optimal dose grams daily. the ma- 
jority patients this dose attained. 
some patients; who develop repeated 
toxic reactions, the maximum daily dose 
may not exceed grams. Experience has 
the wisdom discontinuing 
treatment for one week following each 
two weeks daily intravencus injections 
promin. This routine technic has re- 


sulted fewer and milder types toxic 
reactions. During the week rest, suf- 
ficient time usually afforded the 
hematopoietic system restore the blood 
cells lost through the hemolytic action 


the drug. seldom necessary ad- 


minister iron and liver extract adju- 
vants for anemia. 

Diasone has the advantage over promin 
being less toxic oral administration. 
Treatment should started with small 
doses,which are gradually increased the 
patient builds tolerance for the drug. 
present, treatment started with one 
5-grain capsule mouth daily. Provided 
toxic reactions are observed weeks, 
the dose increased two 5-grain cap- 
sules day. After few more weeks the 
majority patients, the optimal dose 
grains three times day tolerated. 
Rest periods one two weeks are ad- 
visable every month two. 

Promizole treatment leprosy was 
started the Carville Leprosarium 
March, 1945. administered mouth 
tablets capsules containing O.5 gram 
each. first O.5 given three 
times day After weeks this dose 
gradually increased individual toler- 
day seldom exceeded. Toxic manifesta- 
tions are rare and usually mild but, when 
they occur, are similar those promin 
and diasone therapy. 

THERAPEUTIC EFFECTS. 

With but few exceptions, only 
matous leprosy and mostly far advanced 
cases have been subjected sulfone ther- 
apy. While claim made that these 
drugs are specific remedies, they have 
proved therapeutically more effective 
leprosy than any previous treatments tried 
the Carville leprosarium. Unfortunate- 
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they work slowly. Objective improve- 
ment, rule, does not become mani- 
fested before months more 
ment. Thereafter, improvement pro- 
gressive with few, any, relapses. The 
disease seldom, ever, appears get worse 
under treatment. The percentage pa- 
tients improved direct proportion 
the duration and the intensity treat- 
ment, the writer’s impression that the 
progress improvement very similar 
with each the three drugs. The diami- 
nodiphenyl sulfone parent radical, com- 
mon all, appears the active prin- 
ciple. That the patients the promin 
group are whole the best condition 
present can probably attributed en- 
tirely their being under treatment for 
the longest period time. 

Experience has shown that the relation 
improvement duration treatment 
can approximately estimated. After 
months treatment almost percent 
the patients show some improvent. Aft- 
year this percentage increased 
60, after years 75, after years al- 
most 100. The extent improvement 
sually also varies proportionately with the 
size the dosage tolerated the indi- 
vidual patient. 

objective improvement has been 
considered evaluating the therapeutic 
action the sulfones. Clinical objective 
improvement most instances has been 
confirmed photographic and laborato- 
evidence. 


Clinical improvement lepromatous 
cases manifested various ways. Small 
nodular lesions slowly shrink and flatten 
complete absorption. Finally only pig- 
mented spot usually remains. Larger nod- 
ular lesions disintegrate more slowly with 
subsequent scar formation. Infiltrative 


plaques gradually subside with diminution 


inflammatory swelling and edema 
dermal tissues. Leprous ulcerations ex- 


tremities gradually form healthy granula- 
tions and heal through cicatrix formation. 
Trophic plantar ulcers became disinfect- 
ed, granulate, and gradually close with 
residual callosities. 

Mucosal lesions appear respond even 
more rapidly than cutaneous lesions. Oral 
nodules and infiltrations gradually subside 
and disappear. Oral ulcerations usually 
heal within few months year. Nasal 
obstruction relieved through subsidence 
the inflammatory mucosal swelling 
leprous rhinitis. Epistaxis checked 
the healing nasal mucosal ulcerations. 


leprous laryngitis occurs 


frequently, with restoration the pa- 
tient’s voice and relief dyspnea. Emer- 
gency tracheotomies have all times been 
avoided. 

Sulfone therapy appears 
checking the progress conjunctival, 
corneal and iridocyclitic leprous infiltra- 
tion. There occasional improvement 
impaired vision. 

BACTERIOSCOPY 


following sulfone therapy the reversion 
skin and nasal smears from bacteriol- 
positive negative. Statistically, 
has been found that the percentage 
bacterioscopically negative smears among 
the duration treatment. During the 
first year treatment, practically all lep- 
romatous cases remain bacilliferous. Dur- 
ing subsequent yearsof treatment, 
ever-increasing proportion patients re- 
vert from positive negative the rou- 
tine monthly skin and nasal 
years continuous intensive treatment 
the incidence negative reports exceeds 
per cent. suggests that the 
sulfone drugs have some bacteriostatic 
properties against Hansen’s bacillus. 

Nineteen promin-treated patients have 
been discharged disease arrested fol 


lowing consecutive months negative 
bacterioscopy. this number were un- 
der treatment for to2 years, from 
years, from to4 years, and7 from4 
years. There have known relap- 
ses and these patients have chosen 
remain under observation the insti- 
tution. The period observation follow- 
ing arrest the disease has varied from 
few months years. Two diasone- 
treated patients were discharged ar- 
rested disease. Each had taken treatment 
for period years. Both have since 
remained under close observation for 
months and years respectively, with- 
out recurrence the disease. too 
expect arrested cases the promi- 
zole treated group. 


CONCLUSIONS 


(1) the chemotherapy leprosy 
with the sulfone drugs, promin, diasone, 
and promizole, objective clinical improve- 
ments are produced which are sustained 
and cannot attributed spontaneous 
remissions the disease. 

(2) These objective improvements, al- 
though slow their development, are 
progressive during the course treat- 
ment. 

(3) They are substantiated the pho- 
tographic changes which occur the le- 


(4) Laboratory examinations indicate 
that the sulfone drugs have bacteriosta- 
tic action leprosy. 

(5) Since the sulfone drugs are slowiy- 
acting chemotherapeutic agents, further 
research should encouraged uncover 
more powerful bactericidal agents. 

(6) Until faster-acting remedies are dis 
covered, the sulfone drugs must con- 
sidered the optimal treatment leprosy. 

NOTICE 

When sending change of.address THE 
STAR give old address well new. This 
locate your address our files. 
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Two the most important papers read 

the Second Pan-American Conference 
Leprosy, held Rio Janeiro Oc- 
tober 1946, are carried this issue 
THE are privileged the 
first print these papers which will later 
appear medical and will 
Their authors, Perry Eurgess and 
Dr. Faget (right) are shown above while 
visit Curupaiti, aleprosarium near 
Rio Janeiro, where they were warmly 
welcomed the patients. 
This conference, highly successful one, 
was attended delegates from coun- 
tries North, South Ameri- 
ca. The delegates were impressed with the 
value chemotheraphy and the sulfones 
will replace chaulmoogra oil many lep- 
rosaria. For instance, the Cuban Govern- 
ment recently granted appropriation 
$30,000 for the purchase new 
drugs. 


SOCIAL ASPECTS LEPROSY 
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shall know the truth and the truth shall make free 


St. John 8:32 


Perry Burgess 
President Leonard Wood Memorial and Author WHO WALK ALONE 


Presented the Author the Second Pan American Conference. 


The subject assigned deals with 
the social problems created leprosy. 
think that, the main, such problems 
must solved each country, accor- 
ding its own culture and relation 
the problem exists that country. 
The longer associated with leprosy 
world basis, the more wonder 
whether there are many universal for- 
mulae which can laid down for meet- 
ing the purely human needs arising from 
the social and economic facets the pro- 
blem. There is, for instance, such vast 
difference between conditions found 
the United States America, where the 
incidence leprosy and areas 
where the reverse true. 

Reports recently received from the 
State Director Health give information 
the number cases reported the 
respective states during the last ten years. 
may interest you have those 
reports 

During the last three years, cases 
leprosy have been reported states (Ar- 
kansas, Idaho, Kansas, New Hampshire, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, 
Maine, Montana, Virginia, Wyoming) 
far available records go. 

Nevada, Tennessee, West Virginia and 
Michigan have one reported case lep- 
rosy within recent decades and each in- 
stance the patient was foreign extraction, 
suggesting that infection probably occur- 
red outside the United States. Connecticut 
and New Jersey have each two reported 
cases, also among foreigners, 
such cases have been reported Ohio. 
interesting note that these States, 
New York where more such cases 


are reported, there evidence that 
the disease has spread, and this the 
general experience all the States where 
leprosy not endemic. special in- 
terest that New ork City, where there 
are all times twenty-five more cases 
not insolated, there record sec- 
ondary case. 

The circumstances under which leprosy 
was introduced Minnesota the end 
the century are familiar most. More 
than cases appeared among the Scan- 
dinavian imigrants. But the disease failed 
gain foothold. Only three cases. all 
foreign extraction and all imported, were 
reported 1925, 1927, and 1935 respec- 
tively. 

case leprosy has been reported 
Iowa since 1899, spite the fact that 
the Biennial reports the Iowa State 
Board Health from 1899 men- 
tion cases leprosy among the Norwegian 
and Swedish settlers the State. 

The disease appears spread only 
the endemic areas the United States 
(Louisiana, Florida, Texas and Southern 
California). But the majority cases oc- 
curring the non-endemic States are 
among foreigners who have evidently 
acquired the infection their own coun- 
tries before coming the United States. 

The States Illinois, Indiana. Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Rhode Wiscon- 
sin, and Washington have each reported 
from one four cases leprosy among 
white Americans within recent decades, 
but information has beenincluded 
whe ther the infections presumbly occur- 
red within the confines the State not. 
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into the histories these cases were carried 
effort made trace their source. 

Contrasted with this situation are areas 
like Nigeria. Sir Rupert Briercliffe reports 
1940 that there were least 200,000 
persons with leprosy out population 
slightly more than 20,000,000, 
prevalence about per 1,900. con- 
versation with Dr. Muir, learned that 
his opinion the total number cases 


for Nigeria probably approx- 


imately per 

1936 Dr. Holland reported that 
the territory New Cuinea the preva- 
lence the New Ireland territory 
whole was about 1,000 and the 
New Hanover area over per 1,000 but 
the villages New Hanover, where 
the earliest infections took place, the rate 
was more than 200 per 1,000. 

refer these widely contrasting con- 
ditions only give emphasis the opin- 
niversal remedy for all the social needs 
leprosy patients. 

whether segregation has ever actually er- 
radicated the disease from country; and, 
may digress say that not like the 
words and the 
They are odious the term ‘‘lep- 
er’’ has become forcing the unhap- 
patient deeper consciouness his 
disease. But, while not believe that 
the last word has been spoken 
any consideration that subject its ef- 
fectiveness means controlling lep- 
rosy, nor discuss the peculiar social 
problems affecting the welfare the pa- 
tient and his family, which arise where 
isolation forced. 

The interest the American Leprosy 
Foundation, strictly sci- 
entific its interest, worldwide 
scope; consequently, own thoughts 
turn naturally toward the general problem 


found all nations. seems entirely 
clear that when consider the question 
erradicating leprosy from the world 
(meaning the world not only countries 
wealthy health-minded like those 
represented this conference, but also 
China, India, Africa, the islands the 
Pacific... where the stricken ones are 
legion) the question the merits seg- 
regation becomes entirely academic. 
Probablv not all leprosy cases are 
institutions for treatment, and seems 
unlikely that the percentage can ap- 
preciably increased. 

What, then, are meet the 
worldwide social needs the leprosy suf- 
ferer... there fact anything that can 
done? believe that there is... some- 
thing that entirely practical and that 
must begin receive far more attention 
than has been accorded the past. 
refer the education the public. 
Ignorance the basis most our 
problems dealing with the social as- 
pects leprosy. 

clergyman charged with the 
responsibility for discussing this problem, 
would take for text verse from the 
Gospel St. John, the the 8th 
shall know the truth and the 
truth shall make free’’. However, 
should reverse tne order... truth 
shall make free and shall know the 

wonder whether any other disease 
known mankind the truth more sore- 
needed than leprosy. rom time im- 
memorial the character the illness and 
the treatment accorded its victims have 
rumor and prejudice. These are the fac- 
tors which have made the social aspects 
the Hansenite, some are beginning 
call the leper, deplorable, tragic. 

None this audience but who pain- 
fully familiar with the unbelievable mis- 
information about leprosy which exists 


( 


the minds the average individual, par- 
ticularly its and the 
danger infection. 

few years ago were putting 
sound motion picture, the original 
which was made the great colony 
Culion the Philippines. The film was 
new and came from the laboratory New 
York, where were working. When 
sat down work, the the ex- 
pert called who synchronizes the sound 
with the pictures, put pair cotton 
gloves. His assistant laughed and said that 
Paul had not worn gloves his work for 
ten years. Paul grinned sheepishly and 
said: ‘‘Well, when learned was 
take 

any wonder that, when people are 
taught believe that there disease 
uniquely communicable that can 
contracted sending mere shirt 
lepers, that there should develop through 
the ages such state mind toward 
those suffering from this illness that com- 
mon sense and compassion are driven 
from the consciousness man. 
appalling and tragic fact that the public is, 
the main, ready believe almost any 
absurd rumor about leprosy. The more 
absurd the more readily believed. 

Leprosy disease mysterious, but, 
equally difficult fathom this almost 
universal unreasoning fear. Because it, 
cruelties have been perpetrated victims 
throughout the ages and throughout the 
world which transcend the imagination. 
common knowledge that during the 
middle ages the victim was made de- 
scend into the grave, the ceremonies for 
the dead pronounced him and then 
was driven out live miserable ex- 
istence, unwanted, unloved, unfed. 

some countries they have been put 
death shooting, even being 
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herded together and burned. Bali they 
are denied the only honored method 
disposal death, which cremation. and 
must buried are murderers and oth- 
violent criminals. There are seven 
crimes Bali for which one may 
cremated, and one them being 

Scriptural times they were driven 
the hills Galilee, required call out 
And emphasize the extent which this 
treatment rested ignorance and ground- 
less fears, today commonly. recogniz- 
ed, has been pointed out men like 
Dr. Lie Norway, Wade Culion and 
others, that was, all probability, not 
leprosy all from which these people 
Palestine were suffering. 

Dr. Muir. article the Leprosy 
Review, begins with the statement: ‘‘In the 
treatment Leprosy perhaps impor- 
tant study the patient’s mental condi- 
tion his Certainly modest 
statement when the patients have had 
their mental condition stimulated this 
attitude universal abhorrence. 

letters recently received 
tients, the necessity for proper educa- 
tion the public deeply stressed. One 
writing from Hawaii has this say: ‘‘a 
patient who has been cured leprosy 
still feared and shunned the public. 
paroler from penitentiary has chance 
‘come and make good after all the 
wrong did. Why can’t honest citi- 
zen, unfortunate sufferer, allowed 
return recuperate and 

Another patient from Hawaii writes: 
very sorry, but you have SLIGHT 
touch leprosy!’’ Thus began the stig- 
leprosy last lifetime and be- 
yond, for the families concerned. With 
was taken away the freedom life, it’s 
isolation, with possibility living 
normal life, becoming instead outcast, 
shunned the majority the world!. 
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avoid me, had leprosy!’, and the 
like, branding dreaded criminals 
society! Doctors, who know, agree that 
our disease much less contagious than 
other accepted contagious diseases, but this 
fact unknown and unexplained the 
public, and the stigma lives on. Human 
nature pities the unfortunate, but 
What can done? ask that Society 
told and educated, whatever way 
possible, WITHOUT discrimination and 
selfishness, YOU, who are NOT the 
All doctors should know what 
leprosy really IS. Too few doctors KNOW 
our disease, and MANY are afraid 
themselves. wonder that are 
misunderstood, when the doctors, who 
should educators, themselves not 
know the facts the subject 

letter from the West Indies; ‘‘Pro- 
bably the biggest problem life 
his ever abiding conscious feeling 
dangerously unhealthy and that the 
healthier elements shun and scorn him; 
that outcast, undesirable beast, 
not say person, who must all 
evicted from society. the sight 
leprous person the street 
done and said that the afflicted ei- 
ther has run for his life stand there 
and pray for the earth open and re- 
ceive him. Loss self respect, the stigma 
which the disease carries, the terror which 
the word leprosy strikes the heart 
the healthy, all these factors contributing 
their share already disturbed mental 
set-up are bound engender greater 
force misery and degradation. 

This same patient tells young man 
who was sent leprosarium. shall 
give his own words: finally got pa- 
roled three years. obtained job 
one the government run trains. did 


his work well and promotion came his 
way until some one reported his case 
the General Manager who turn gave 
him laid off ticket. got another job 
and the same fate attended him. sought 
another, this time chauffeur 
manager theatre. was going well 
until was again reported The 
ager, when heard the news, flew out 
his car and paid the chauffeur off. This 
man his thirties could stand long- 
er, and committed suicide hanging him- 
self his room. Not even change the 
name the disease will make the leper 
happy long the attitude the pub- 
lic remains the same towards the disease 
Public education needed. Then and 
only then will the unfortunate find peace 
and tranquility mind and eventually 
find rightful place Community Life’’. 

From India, one writes: real need 
the leprosy patient not food, treat- 
ment, comfort, but the right and the op- 
portunity live any man may live. 
those who are engaged leprosy work 
not resolutely set their face against prej- 
udice and refuse surrender com- 
promise, how shall progress! Let the 
patients themselves not cow down fear 
and shame, but bold and frank about 
their condition, and each one 
partment publicity one’s 

India paroled patient obtained 
position instructor English small 
college. When his condition became 
known was discharged. stated, 
wrote the Principal offering place 
before him medical certificate. But the 
principal himself was extremely embar- 
had heard very favorable reports 
ability lecturer, was very eager 
appoint me, that knew must fit 
and that was prepared believe that 
was fit even without medical certifi- 
cate, but that the rumors were abroad 
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the college has means combating 
such rumors. promised, however, 
consult others who had share the con- 
trol the institution and his best. 
made clear, nevertheless, that was very 
unlikely that should 

effort overcome this serious 
objection, produced certificate from 
Dr. Robert Cochrane, well known leprolo- 
gist Madras, stating that had exam- 
ined this man and had found that was 
non-infective and danger the 
public. goes on, medi- 
cal certificate only made position 
worse with the authorities. principal 
wrote reply that they had decided 
that, however much they feel should 
asset their institution, medical cer- 
tificate cannot help such acase 

These are but few illustrations the 
tragedies visited upon the leper because 
ignorance. 

Why cure man his disease 
never permitted. during the rest his life, 
leave the prison public abhorrence? 

The remedy for this frightful injustice 
lies education... and man will 
readily believed you scientists who 
work the problem. more impor- 
tant the man science, the more impor- 
tant that raise his voice proclaim the 
truth the man the street. You must 
something more than readers and in- 
terpreters what you see under the mi- 
croscope. clinician must continue 
work the problen finding thera- 
peutic agent. The bacteriologist needs 
press his efforts toward culture the or- 
ganism leprosy and the transmission 
the disease animals The social worker 
must undiscouraged trying relieve 
the misery the individual and his fam- 
ily —but all must work towards telling the 
truth. You and all others interested 
the must John the Baptist, 


human beings not dangerous many 
not abhorred and shunned. 
When that done, when the truth 
made known the whole world. then 
St. John has said these now condemned 
shall made free, freed from the fear 
and horror which they are held their 
fellowmen. 

The truth shall make them free- 

The world must made know 

the truth! 


PLASTIC SURGERY PLANNED 


One the points our United Patients 
Program. submitted the Surgeon en- 
Advisory Committee, was that the 
services plastic surgeon made avail- 
able the patients here. There was 
mention this the recommendations 
the Committee Jan. but 
that this need has been noted very en- 
couraging and gives promise that other 
points not specifically mentioned will also 
receive attention. 

request Dr. G.H. Faget, Dr. Wal- 
demar Metz, outstanding plastic 
surgeon Louisiana, visited this hospital 
January 25. was accompanied 
Dr. O.C. Williams who charge the 
Surgical Service the U.S. Marine 
pital New Orleans. After examining 
several patients who had requested re- 
storative operations, Dr. Metz declared, 
feel sure that may able ac- 
complish quite good deal plastic 
repair for some the individuals who 
need 

Faget said, was felt that plastic sur- 
gery was indicated. particularly prior 
the discharge the for both 
cosmetic and functional 

Surgeon General,’’ Dr. Faget ad- 
ded, ‘‘has been requested have 


Metz appointed Surgical Consultant 
page 10** 
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AMERICAN LEGION’S NATIONAL LEADERS 


Mrs. Pearl greeting the 

The American Legion’s Com- 
munity, State and not just 
high-sounding phrase, living thing. 
The patients this hospital can testify 
that. Again and again. have called 
the Legion and the Auxiliary and their 
response has always been magnificent. 
The list material benefits provided 
these organizations for this hospital would 
lengthy, but the greatest gift they have 
brought comradeship and friendship. 
The national leaders themselves have set 
the example, for almost every year have 
been honored their visits. 

January 10, Mrs. Norton Pearl 
Detroit, Mich., the National 
President, stopped here route Baton 
Rouge where she paid her official visit 
the Louisiana Department. Standing 
the stage our theater between the flag 
our country and our Post flag, after 
having been introduced by. Dr. Faget 
the large assembly patients. Mrs. Pearl 
told the work the Auxiliary and 
her special interest Carville. One 
sensed Mrs. Pearl’s energetic personal- 
ity that ability get things done. were 
all glad have had the opportunity 
meeting the National President and those 


The Official party Capt. 
Lyle Ormel (left) Paul Griffith, 
Jr., dide (center) and Commander Griffith (right). 


her party who were presented the 
patients own Mc- 
Cormick. They, including both old and 
new friends, were Mrs. Flood Madison, 
Jr., Department President, Monroe, 
La.; Mrs. Lamont Seales, National 
cutive Committee Woman, La.; 
Mrs. C.H. Hagans, Department Ist Vice 
President, New Orleans; Mrs. Lucien 
Landry, President Metairie Unit No. 
and Mr. Lucien, Metairie; Miss Helen 
Schillin, President Unit No. 114, 
New Orleans; Mrs. George Pertuit. 2nd 
District President, Norco, La.; Mr. and 
Jefferson, La.; and Murl McGinnis, 
Secretary the National President. 

busy schedule did not deter Paul 
Griffith Uniontown, Pa., the 
National Commander, from including this 
hospital his itinerary. Returning New 
Orleans from Baton Rouge where at- 
tended and spoke the annual confer- 
ence Commanders and Adjutants 
the Department Louisiana, Commander 
Griffith and his party spent several hours 
here Sunday afternoon, January 12. 
was not just hello-and-goodbye visit 
but warm, friendly get-together with 

**see page 
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**Leaders visit ..... concluded from page 10** 
the local veterans and other patients. 
spoke informally, assuring the Leg- 
ion’s continued interest the welfare 
the patients this hospital. was priv- 
ilege meet this distinguished 
ire who rose from the muchly 
decorated sergeant World War 
colonel World War II. With Command- 
Griffith were Brig. Gen. Ray Fleming, 
New Orleans; Capt. Lyle Armel, 
Navy Department, Washington, 
C.; Paul Griffith, Jr., Aide Nation- 
Commander; Gene Cuthridge, Com- 
mander Ebesto Post No. Little 
Rock, Bert Presson, Department 
Adjutant, Rock, Ark.; 


Nolle, Dallas,Texas; Fred Gray, Ser- 


vice Officer, Veterans Af- 
fairs, Ruston, La.; Albert Johnson, Jr., 
New Orleans; Marshall Martin, New 
Roland Cocreham, Baton Rouge; 
Joe Darwin, Baton Rouge; and Mr. and 


Plastic surgery ... concluded from page 
this hospital. proposed that 
make periodic visits for the purpose 
examining patients needing plastic surg- 
ery. Those selected him for surgery 
would then transferred the 
Marine Hospital New Crleans for the 
necessary plastic procedure, since Dr. 
Metz already Surgical Consultant 
that 

The coming Dr. Metz will mark an- 
other advance the modern trend 
treating those with Hansen’s disease. The 
Committee Therapeutics, which Dr. 
Faget was chairman, the 2nd Pan- 
merican Conference recommended the 
use plastic surgery. The 
and this hospital where the trail was blazed 
for sulfone therapy which really makes 
plastic surgery practical and advisable, 
again taking the lead. 


Edith Holmes, supervisor the Edge- 
water Office, Chicago, Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co., seems unable get 
way from telephones. even her vaca- 
tions. For here she is, the desk 
THE STAR office, using our inter-de- 
partment phone. Nick, Chicago boy who 
patient here, the other end the 
wire the composing room. Speaking for 
THE STAR staff, telling Edith how 
glad are have her our guest. 


route Arizona, Edith Holmes 
stopped New Crleans for several days 
order make the trip this hospital 
January 14. She motored with Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick and Mrs. Arthur 

Just year ago Edith Holmes read Eob 
Casey’s series stories Carville the 
Chicago DAILY NEWS. Her interest was 
stirred and being the sort person who 
does something about things, she imme- 
diately interested her co-workers the 
Edgewater and Sunnyside offices or- 
ganize social service program for patients 
this hospital. This program has been 
real service and took many 
from the patients back the Edge- 
Sun girls. 
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COMMENTS RECOMMENDATIONS 


Note- Col. Rarey, National Vice-Presi- 
dent the American Federation the Phy- 
sically Handicapped, has given much time 
and careful thought Hansen’s disease and 
its problems. July 1946 THE STAR carried 
Col. Rarey’s article, ‘‘Opportunities for Serv- 
ice which listed what 
considers our five basic needs follows: 
Research, Education, Change Segrega- 
tion Rehabilitation, and Treatment 
Center cooler, dryer climate. Col. Rarey’s 
article was reprinted the Congressional Rec- 
ord and has been favorably commented 
many professional and prominent lay people. 
Because his deep interest the patients 
this hospital and our local Lodge 86, 
PH, which has membership some 
patients, THE STAR glad have Col. Rar- 
ey’s comments. 


have read the account, published 


the January issue THE giving 


asummary the made 
the Advisory Committee the Sur- 
geon General, and your editorial com- 
ment thereon. agree with your conclu- 
sion that the recommendations, 
lished, are constructive and line with 
the modern approach the problem, but 
would add, far they 

The Advisory Committee com- 
mended for its effort bring about the 
reforms recommended. The Hansen pa- 
tients. well their friends, will 
pleased see the changes recommended 
put into effect, even though they deal 
with comparatively minor matters, for 
the most part, view the major fac- 
tors the problem. 

educational program. designed publish 
the facts about leprosy, for the benefit 
the American public, course prep- 
aration. This part the plan the most 
important item under consideration, 
those far disclosed. hope that 
the scope this program will such 
that will reach first, the State Gover- 


nors, State Health Departments, State and 
National Health Associations, State and 
National Legislatures, Medical Colleges, 
Nurse Training Institutions, Welfare Or- 
ganizations, Medical Journals, and every 
practicing physician the United States. 
When these agencies have been properly 
and supplied with accurate in- 
formation which will enlist their cooper- 
ation, and enable them answer ques- 
tions propounded the uninformed, 
hope the educational will ex- 
panded reach the press the nation and 
the general public, including the clergy. 

Referring again the recommenda- 
tions the Advisory Committee, 
reason for establishing diagnostic. centers 
the three other endemic states and post- 
poning arrangements for treatment 
ters until some future time, not clear. 
This plan may locate additional patients 
who will still have sent Carville. 
believed more patients would lo- 
cated treatment centers were established 
and staffed with medical personnel 
belief that financial assistance should 
provided for families patients where ei- 
ther the father, mother guardian enters 
upon course treatment for 
disease. There appears little the 
way vocational training program 
Carville. The need for establishing bo- 
fide educational and pro- 
gram, divorced from hospital labor activ- 
ities, and operated licensed occupa- 
tional therapist, instead Recreational 
Aide, indicated. 

view the well known example 
climatic influence upon leprosy Nor- 
way, and the advice leprologists note, 
including the statement Dr. Faget, 
the Story the National Leprosarium, 
page 1872, providing another notable ex- 
ample climate the treatment lep- 


**see next page** 
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rosy, matter extreme regret that 
the Advisory Committee did not recom- 
mend the establishment treatment 
center cooler, dryer climate, where 
does not thrive’’, and its victims 
would have the best chance for recovery. 


120 Mt. Vernon Drive, 
Decatur, Ga. 


NURSES REPORT 


Mrs. Gladys Sutton and Mrs. Isabel 
Watters. Commissioned Officers the 
Nursing Corps United States Public Health 
Service, reported this hospital Jan- 
uary for months training Hansen’s 
disease. The inaugurated this 
special training procedure July and 
two nurses are assigned here twice 
yearly. The nurses volunteer for this post 
and understand that there are many 
the waiting list. 

Mrs. Sutton has been duty the 
S.P.H.S. Hospital Ft. Worth, Texas, 
and Mrs. Watters came from the 
Marine Hospital Ft. Stanton, New Me- 
xico. 


SPECIALIST BUSY 


Energetic the word for Dr. David 
Elliott, our new eye, ear, nose and throat 
specialist. Dr. Elliott joined our resident 
medical staff January. Under his direc- 
tion the eye clinic has had its face lifted. 
There plenty done this depart- 
ment and Dr. Elliott seems have lost 
time getting right down work. 

Dr. Elliott, who was commissioned 
the U.S. Public Health Service 1932, 
recently returned from two years duty 
Germany with UNRA. Dr. Elliott has 
had various assignments the P.H.S. 
State Health and spec- 
ialized work the U.S. Marine Hos- 
New Orleans. 


Feb. 


CARVILLE CALLERS 


During 1946 there were 5,737 visitors 
this hospital. Because greater interest 
disease, 1947 promises even 
more visitors. 

January, Dr. Stanley Morris Min- 
nesota, medical missionary who has 
worked Tanganyika, East Africa, for 
years. was here for two weeks His stay was 
under the auspices the American Mis- 
sion. Morris was impressed the 
attitude hope pervading among patients 
and the medical staff here that hope- 
ful being able take supply pro- 
min and diasone with him when re- 
turns Africa June. 

While speaking tour Louisiana 
and Texas, Dr. and Mrs. E.R. Kellersber- 
ger. General Secretary and Promotional 
Secretary for the American Mission, were 
here for few hours January 15. With 
the Kellersbergers was M.S. 
Moore, Dallas business man and lay re- 
ligious leader who has recently assumed 
his new duties regional secretary for 
five southern states the Mission. This 
was Mr. Moore’s first trip Carville 
and was very much interested. 

January 17, Sister Mary Teresa, our 
dietitian, was showing Miss Marjorie 
Wood, Chief the Dietetic Service, U.S. 
P.H.S.. Washington, D.C., and Miss 
Janet Eley, Chief Dietitian, U.S. Marine 
Hospital, New Orleans, around the hos- 
pital. 

There were many other recent callers, 
among whom were Rev. Norman Smith, 
Jr., Dallas, Texas, youth leader for the 
Gulf States, International Church the 
Four Square Gospel; Miss Charlie Vos- 
burg, Field Representative the Amer- 
ican Red Cross; Miss Rickman and 
Miss Helen Lee Foster, Social Workers, 
Veterans Administration, New Orleans. 
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PROGRESSIVE PROPOSAL 
With all the bright prospects new 
deal, and the air expectancy the 
part the patients, the United Patients 
Committee should not pause but must 
with its work. The interest those 
who will execute the reforms must not lag. 
This can only accomplished sus- 
tained manner lectures, public appear- 
ances and radio broadcasts discharged 
couple. Despite the publicity have 
had now, the public not yet sold 
the feeble communicability this dis- 
ease and they have not given the er- 
roneous conceptions its ravages. You 
cannot change that belief the mere 
quotation leprologists without visible 
proof. yet the public never knowingly 
saw nor met discharged case leprosy, 
whereas they know recovered Tuber- 
culosis cases from all walks life. This 
couple must native born, intelligent 
and above all courageous enough 
willing fight for their rights. Let this 
couple give all the facts about the disease, 
its symptoms, epidemiology, therapy, soci- 
ological aspects, and lay thick the 
human side. Let them bring film the 
hospital and the everyday activities the 
patients. After the lecture distribute pam- 
phlets giving data and the statements 
renowned leprologists. Engage live-wire 
booking agent arrange the tour. for 
the initial cost, solicit contributions from 
those who will benefit most The Ameri- 
can Legion and the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial and perhaps the American Mis- 
sion, might sponsor the tour. The term 
need not changed Han- 
disease accomplish the objective. 
within the grasp lucky couple 
serve their less fortunate brothers and 
sisters and the same time bring fame 
and fortune for themselves. There have 
been many discharged since the use the 
sulfones. Let hear from our champions. 
Limlingan, M.D. 


1947 TRE SIAR 


reading the summary the Adviso- 
Committee’s recommendations, no- 
ticed omission any reference re- 
search education. the same time di- 
agnostic centers are contemplated en- 
demic areas. 

One the great problems has 
been receive early and correct diag- 
nosis. This true because the general 
unfamiliarity medical men with the 
disease. 

seems then that the primary step 

organizing such diagnostic centers would 
the education the men staff them. 
The method accomplishing 
this, would seem, establish trai- 
ning program this hospital. 
the staff who would prepare and conduct 
two weeks concentrated course Han- 
sen‘s disease. This would not only serve 
educate the will staff the 
but will serve attract many 
others from the medical world. This hos- 
pital where the material and the experin- 
are present, could also the immedi- 
ate educational mecca. 


Dr. H.E. Hasseltine, former M.O.C. 
this hospital has notified friends 
here the death his wife. The Has- 
seltines were visiting their son, Dr. Lee 
Hasseltine, Mississippi, When Mrs. Has- 
seltine became ill and was taken Mem- 
phis, Tenn., where she succumbed follow- 
ing operation. Burial took place 
Feb. Bristol, Vt. THE STAR staff 
and other patients extend sympathy 
the bereaved family. 


Key 


We've talked lenght about quarters 
here and only bit about our cottages, 
located what like refer the 
suburbs. visit awhile and maybe 
you'll have better understanding why 

You leave the covered runway, out into 
the open air, down the cement walks 
the cottage section and somehow you feel 
that the hospital, treatments, illnes. etc., 
are far removed and gone visiting 
small friendly community. 

manager the Canteen, and his 
wife, Val, perfect housewife 
ess live the corner. Months have gone 
into remodeling their 
cottage. Credit for the ideas and ingenuity 
belong Val and she certainly has utiliz- 
every inch space their compact, 
efficient cottage the best advantage. 
Teddy, class workman, has carried 
out her plans and this finished job used 
exhibit could secure for him con- 
stant employment his skill were availa- 
ble the house-searching thousands 

‘throughout our country. 

The Martinezes are their neighbors. Bee 
and Elvira were married few months ago 
and their house known locally the 
largest one here. Those who live 
only bedroom wonder how Elvira works 
orderly the infirmary and still 
manages keep room house and pre- 
pare meals, too. Bee has just 
repainting the interior which has made 
more homelike than ever. 

Angelica enjoying the cottage next 
door which her brother left her care 
when was discharged. Friends flock 
down for visits and they hope that Mike, 
who the chef, will cook some real Ital- 
ian spaghetti and prepare one his de- 
licious salads while they are there. 
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COTTAGES 


Feb. 


Page 
yum! 

Just throw farther the 
cottage. George loves putter 
round his chickens and yard with ham- 
mer, nails and paint while 
ness her flowers. the spring 
while the dew still the grass 
dig around her plants. Everyone knows 
he’s welcome enjoy the porch and 
yard with George and 

These 4cottages are the only oness team 
heated and the others, for the 
can enjoyed only the summer 
months. 

The next corner where Sgt. Joe. 
veteran the Italian campaigns World 
War resides. Joe lucky fellow for 
his wife comes each day keep house 
and prepare his meals. Major and Mrs. 
Hornbostel spend lot time 
cottage and believe not, military rank 
holds awe for Sgt. Joe, 
the Major all over the place and gets 
with it, too. Major Hornbostel, like 
wife, not patient and must few 
miles down the road each evening 
lodgings. 

Jose, bachelor, who prefers his own 
cooking dining room fare, has the cot- 
tage next Sgt. Joe. 

End just few steps farther and 
escape when STAR work 
gets him his end. The grounds 
this cottage are more spacious than the 

others and generai gathering spot. 
the summer months the lawn usual- 
occupied folks lounging comfort- 
able Adirondack chairs the hammock. 
When the insects get too pesky everyone 
moves chairs into the screened summer 
house and again relaxes comfort. You're 
sure find coke, beer some ice cream 
add your comfort, for Stanley 
grand host. 
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Just beyond Stanley’s back yard the 
cottage. This another example 
comfortable living small scale. 
Martin has the cottage spotless and Mir- 
acle keeps that way. homey place 
where folks always feel welcome whether 
invited not. 

Bill and Hazel Collins are the sort 
people who make good neighbors. Their 
cottage next Miracle and and 
you know you need hand some- 
thing find yourself just out some cof- 
fee gladly help you out. They have 
chickens, too, and sell fresh eggs. 

Harry hasturned his cottage over our 
newest bride and groom, Chuck and Betty, 
for their honeymoon. The kids. call 
them, decided settle down and enter the 
ranks married folk this January and 
wish them happiness throughout the years 
ahead. 

Just across the road small cottage 
occupied father and son, the 
nice have supper home and 
Daddy the cook. 

lot hammering has been going for 
months this vicinity for we, Hank and 
Ann, are determined have home not 
only for ourselves but for our year old 
ward, well It’s been difficult for 
the shortage building materials even 
more acute when you can’t town 
shopping every few weeks. Friends have 
been simply grand about shopping for 
and would have been impossibility 
without their assistence. Working the 
cottage the hours off from his regular 
job, sans cooperation from station per- 
sonnel, has taken Hank months but now 
rapidly nearing the point where can 
move and Sylvia seems more keyed 
with anticipation home than even 

distinguish from her real parents 
who are not patients. March Ist isa red let- 


ter day our calendar for hope will 
family moving day for us. 

Gilbert and Fong, our Chinese neigh- 
bors, have been interested from the begin- 
ning our cottage and come from their 
house over ours note the progress 
frequently. These boys can really prepare 
Chinese dishes and spend their evenings 
their cottage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grey live next these 
boys and since installing butane gas their 
house comfortable all year round. Bud- 
dy, and some the other boys visit them 
often for they know they will not only 
welcome but will always find some good- 
ies eat each time. 

Nora works orderly House 
and she finds restful her cot- 
tage after the work done. 

Now come what was the Cook 
Shop before rationing. meals have 
been sold since but Lee and Patto still pre- 
pare them for themselves. They have 
chickens and rabbits care for which re- 
quire lot time. 

Miss Mary’s house that corner. 
She’s been the Infirmary for quite 
while but she knows when again able 
the cottage will there for her enjoy. 

Joe’s cottage off the beaten track 
but doesn’t keep folks away. 
confirmed bachelor who lives alone and 
likes it. 

Manuel and Eugene both have chicken 
yards Joe’s neighborhood but not liv- 
ing quarters. 

Those large two story quarters may have 
steam heat, plenty hot water and other 
comforts but those who love home 
and yard prefer our cottages even 
can’t have many comforts there. 
have that feeling living rather 
than the institutional substitute for home 
and there tremendous difference. 
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The bits conversation heard you 
promenade our walks are reality the 
local interest, the sub- 
jects being both varied and rife. 

you want look like— Robert 
Taylor Van Johnson?” the current 
topic since Dr. Metz, plastic sur- 
geon New Orleans was here recently. 
Kitty says settle for nothing less than 
face like Barbara Stanwick, her favor- 
ite actress. Mike wants eyebrows like 
John Lewis while Harry and Martin 
will settle for eyebrows any sort. What 
satisfied with Harry’s looks who that 
wants beautified for. 

Since the news hit Carville, via the 
press, that the patients will soon regis- 
tered voters, politics play important 
role daily gab fests. Most all are 
Democrats from way back but Jerry was 
outspokenly for Dewey when were 
solidly for 4th term for Roosevelt that 
must Republican from just far 
back. ‘‘When these politicians come here 
talk, they want vote they better 
frequent remark. 


tell you the levee will have 
moved pave the road town. know 
‘cause I’ve seen roads built before’’, was 
the conjecture one patient, but Harris, 
another patient and former highway en- 
gineer who drives the station wagon said 
his Texas drawl: would like 
tackle that proposition. hurts every 
time have drive that Buick Estate 
wagon thru that mud. thing that beau- 
tiful was intended only for paved 

that you can stay home month 
what you plan another al- 
most daily question. ‘‘Boy, I’m going 
that camping and fishing trip I’ve been 
yearning for’’, was one response. 

she said ‘Bare it’ from the tone 


TALK THE WALK 


her voice knew she meant what she 
male patient remarked when 
emerged from the 
earth are you talking about?’’ another 
inquired. just become indoc- 
trinated with the idea afloat that only doc- 
tors give those shots the hip men. 
Just well change ideas when 
one those Public Health nurses comes 
with needle she’s going give you 
the shot whether you like This 
conversation brings mind the eld chaul- 
moogra days when Dr. McCreary stood 
ver the shot table twice week with 
tremendous needle and jabbed away. 
you hollered laughingly say, ‘‘You 
can surely bear it. Why didn’t hurt 
and you could have killed him 
rather than laugh his puns. 

One the busiest places here the phone 
booth the Canteen where all our phone 
calls are received. Despite the sign ‘‘Co 
not write the phone numbers 
cover it. Each one important certain 
someone and interest anyone 
else. When the painters freshen with 
new coat paint everyone has dig 
out his phone number again and start all 
over. 

Some local wag has scribbled the mid- 
dle all this been here and 
left damn quick.’’ That guy’s been every- 
where seems. 


Forty patients, including members 
THE STAR staff, United Patients Com- 
mittee, A.F.P.H. Lodge No. 86, Marine 
Hospital Post, American Legion and from 


the general patient body, attended THE 
first quarterly meeting for 


January The patients were en- 
thusiastic over the resume the past years 
work and discussed with interest THE 
plans for expanding its activities 
with added personnel and new equip 
ment. 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the 
many leprosaria scattered throughout 
the world thousands well workers, 
religious and lay, have been daily as- 
sociation with the patients the inci- 
dence infection very small. some 
these cases reasonable doubt existed 
whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This 
especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the coun- 
try where the disease occurs frequently 
when the disease known have 
existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from 
neighboring communities have been 
employed the Carville Leprosarium 
painters, cafeteria help, 
clerical workers, laboratory technicians, 
etc. With but one possible exception 
native this endemic section) not 
member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remark- 
able record, considering that this hos- 
pital located almost within the heart 
the most endemic section the 
most endemic state the union and 
one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculo- 
sis sanatorium can point such re- 
cord? 


FACTS, based actual experience 
over long period years (the most val- 
scientific yardstick furnish indubi- 
table proof the remoteness the 
communicability Hansen’s disease. 


Since the bacil- 
lus, hundreds attempts have been 
made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully 
met the requirements for proof, and all 
attempted innoculations animals 
have been unsuccessful the same ex- 
tent. scientist more than 145 re- 
corded cases has been able toinfect him- 
self other human volunteers 
tempted innoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE 
EASE THE BIG PROBLEM Han- 
sen’s. Once that determined, 6000 
year old practice imprisoning per- 
son for life because happens 
sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Nor- 
wegian physician, announced his dis- 
covery the germ which causes the 
disease. appearance and size close- 
resembles the germ which causes tu- 
berculosis, the tubercle bacillus. sin- 
gle organisms impossible for the 
distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list 


quarantinable diseases New 


State and patients that State are sub- 


man woman may remain per- 
fect physical health for years after con- 
tracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted 
any social gathering. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
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here 
Your Box our Your patronage greatly appreciated 
iet know any way can serve Owned and operated the patients 
you any time. Jack Weir, Mgr. 
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